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REFLECTIONS 



OX THE 



CHARACTER OF OUR SAVIOUR. 



GOD IS GOOD AND LOVETH EVERY THING 

HE HAS MADE. 

You have been told that God made 
all things. Now can you tell, my chil- 
dren, why he made all things.? Let us 
endeavor to know him more, and we 
shall find that we ought to love him. 
You love your father and mother; 
they love you, and they are always do- 
ing some kuid thing for you. They 
give you clothes to put on, and food 

wben yoa are hungry • 'TVv^^ ^^^^ ^^*^ 

1 



6 GOODNEI^S OF 60D» 

to school that you may learn, and 
try to give you knowledge that 
may know what is right. The} 
grieved when you do wrong, and 
like better than any thing to see 
lave and do what is right and , 
But there are other things that 
you happy besides your parents. ^ 
you awake in the morning you 
out on the green grass, and the 
sunshine. The fresh air, while it I 
over the grass and bends the tops < 
trees, gives you strength and n 
you feel bright and gay. You 1 
and a thousand birds fill the air 
their melody, making your little 1: 
glad also. You walk out and 
the long shadows of early sunri 
the wet earth. You fill your 1 
with roses and other flowers v 
beautiful colors and delicious pei 
charm jour senses. T\\es«i di^ 



COODNESS OF GOD. 7 

your parents cannot give you, and even 
if they could, they could not give you 
the power to enjoy them; — it must be 
somebody else, then, who can do more 
for you than they can do; who is always 
providing for your pleasure and happi- 
ness, and continually near you to love 
and bless you. Now cannot you answer 
this question, Who is God, and why 
has he made all these beautiful things? 
You feel happy; you see that every 
thing round you is happy, and you may 
feel certain that God made every thing 
for happiness. He made the flowers to 
give us pleasure, the air to enliven and 
strengthen us, the melody of the birds 
to delight us and make us think of him. 
He made our senses that we might per- 
ceive these beauties; he gives us our 
power of active motion, and all the joy 
and gladness that fill our hearts. Do 
floC jou think he m\x^t\oN^ \y^^>&.\ifc 
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takes so much pains to please us? ^ ^ 
\y then, God is a good Being who ^^^ 
us and makes all things for our h^/7/7 
ness. 



OOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE SENT 
HIS SON INTO THE WORLD, TO REDEEM 
IT FROM SIN. 

God not only wants us to be happy, 
but he made us likewise to be good. 
Indeed, to be happy we must be good* 
ITes, when God made men on earth, he 
meant they should be like himself always 
good, and always happy; and he told - 
them if Uiey would obey him, he would 
always love and care for them; and he 
continually sent good persons to them 
to show them the way to please him* - 
You have read in the Bible about Mo^ 
ses, who carried the Israelites out of 
Kgypt into the land which God had 
given them; and you remember that 
although God did so many wonderful 
thixigs lor tbem, aivd ^v^fi^ iSii^xfiL \qk2^ 
«irf clothe through tXvw A^^% ^^^ 
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aryjourney,and directed them in the 
ly which they did not know, by a 
liar of cloud by day and of fire by 
ight, yet they were always forgetting 
im and disobeying his commands, 
md always wanting to set up an image 
of earth or stone to worship, instead oi 
worshipping and loving God. And so, 
for a great many years, God sent gooc 
men to teach them their duty, and for '> 
little while they would leave their ba 
conduct and remember the good Go 
but very soon they would forget aga' 
till by and bye all the world had gro' 
wicked. They forgot God and w 

' he had told them to do to be good 
happy. Parents did not love or 
care of their children; they did not t 
them Jo be good, for they were 
themselves; and the po^ children 
rerjr wiserahle; they bad nobody i 

tbewj and they did nol\ove e^ic 
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or their parents. Xhey could not go to 
school or take pleasure in their compan* 
ions as you do, and they had nobody to 
tell them of a Good Being who loved 
them and made them for happiness. 
They were. much to be pitied, and God 
pitied them and had compassion upon 
them, and determined once more to 
send them a person whom they would 
^91011? catne from him, to tell them that 
if they repented of their sins and wick- 
edness, he would still love and receive 
them; that they should be his children, 
and he would be their Fatherland that if 
they obeyed the rules which this heav- 
enly person gave, they would not oii}j 
be happy in this life, but that when 
.they died, they should live in a happier 
and better state. Before this, nobody- 
knew of the life after death, and when 
people lost their friends by ^^^^^ ^^^ 
did not know that thev s\io\x\dL^^^^'ff^ 

If 



12 LOVE OF GOD. 

again in heaven. They did not know 
that there was such a place as heaven^ 
Aind we might never have known it, if 
it had not been for the great goodness 
^f God in sending Jesus Christ, his be- 
loved Son, to teach us a better way than 
we had ever known. Now, I wiU try 
to tell you something about this good 
being, who came upon earth when men 
^ere ignorant and wicked, to make 
liiem see what was good, and correct 
nrhat was wicked, who labored to make 
them happy,and was willing to die that 
they might live forever. 



. _ . I 



<TR1S IS M7 BELOVED SON; HEAR 7E HIM/ 

In order to prepare men for the com- 
ing of his heavenly messenger God 
sent a good man called John the Baptist, 
to tell them that Jesus was coming, and 
to prepare them to hear what he would 
teach them./ This man lived in the 
wilderness^ and while he was there, 
God informed him, that Jesus wha 
would com^ to him to be baptized was 
the iStit^'cmr whom he had sent into the 
world; and that he would be convinced 
of it by a voice from heaven. The 
next day while John was preaching to 
the people and telling them to repent 
as he was accustomed to do, a great 
m^lQiy being with him,Jesus came to him 
to be baptized. Jobnkw^Nsr fewsL^^itox 
iaW bad before toldViim xSasaX. ^^^ ^"^ 
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the Saviour, and knowing that he was 
greater and better than himself he said, 
^/should be baptized of thee*^ dost thou 
come to me?^ But Jesus, knowing that 
God, in order that people might believe 
in his doctrines, would show at this 
time that he was the heavenly messen^ 
ger, and always desirous of doing the 
will of God, said unto John, ^1 wish to 
comply with all the appointments of 
God' (or do what God requires.) John 
then baptized Jesus, and immediately 
it appeared as if the heavens were divi- 
ded; and the Spirit of God like a dove 
rested about him, and a voice was heard 
by all that great assembly,saying, *This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.' Now, my children,think how 
yoxk should feel, if in the middle of the 
day you should see the sky part as ■ it 
were, and a loud voice that every body 
could bear telling you t\ial \5aet^ >n« 
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one Person whom God loved and whose 
words you must believe? Should you 
not feel as if you must believe what he 
said? Should you not want to know 
all that he had to teach, and try to 
practise all his commands? You may 
still hear the voice of God telling you 
that Jesus is his beloved Son, though 
you do not see the heavens open. For 
his holy word, the Bible, will tell you 
all that Jesus said mtd taught. There 
you may learn how lovely and how 
good this blessed Being was, how he 
loved little children, hovi^ gentle and 
how kind, how holy and how powerfi^ 
was He, who did so much for us, who 
was our Benefactor and best Friend. 
There you may learn to be like him, 
and if you obey him on earth you will 
live forever with him in heaven. 

The reason that Godi ^.^gdue^ X^ "^^ 
people from heaven at Jena's? Xsk^'^osbv 
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was to show that he had given the light 
which the world was going to receive by 
the religion of Jesus Christ;(we call the 
instructions which Jesus gave, a Lights 
because the minds of the people were in 
darkness or ignorance^ and Jesus 
came to remove that ignorance and to - 
teach them what they had not before 
known,) that Jesus was really sent by 
God to be a teacher and guide to men. 
You will find when you read the New 
Testament that Jesus calls himself the 
Son of God; this he does because Gini 
called him his Son from heaven; it 
shows that he was greater than any 
messenger who had been sent before, 
for Moses and the Prophets are called 
servants of Cxod, and Jesus only is 
called a Son. 



<THEN WAS JESUS LED INTO THE WILDER- 
NESS TO BE TEMPTED.' 

Jesus had bc^en declared the Son of 
God; he knew that he had a painful and 
difficult duty to perform in life, and that 
he should have a great deal to suffer in 
doing it; for it is very hard to convince 
people who have for a long time thought 
and acted improperly, that they have 
been wrong, and still harder to make 
them do and think right. But all this 
was Jesus determined to do ; and in or- 
der to prepare himself for this great 
work, he retired into a place by him- 
self, where he might think upon the best 
means of doing what he had come to do 
and of performing the will of God. 
Here no doubi he wentovei \w>kv^^^\sl 
miadall that he should auffet ito\sv ^^ 



TEMPTATION OP JESU8. 

ranee and wickedness of men, in his 
javor to make them wiser and bet- 
he knew that though a voice had been 
d telling them he came from heav- 
:hey would not believe it, and that 
)ite of all he did for their good, they 
Id ill treat him, and go contrary to 
[irections, and disregard those great 
IS which he came to teach. While 
'as meditating on these things, hav-* 
been for forty days without food, he 
exhausted and hungry; be was in a 
erness, far removed from any assist* 
)j and he knew that as the Son of 

he had power to turn even the 
es into bread, and thus satisfy his 
;er, which began to be distressing, 
he reflected that food was not the 

way by which his life could be sus- 
3d. God could keep him in life 
oat bread] for that was not the on* 
jajMf of living, and \ie vjo\M \5awv^- 
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fore trust in God, and not work a mir- 
acle for his own good alone. Then he 
looked on the temple in the city of Je- 
rusalem, and the thought came to his 
mind that if he could throw himself 
from that great height into the midst 
of the people, ihey, astonished at seeing 
him unhurt, would certainly receive him 
as the Messiah (or as one sent from God) 
and would at once be willing to hear him 
and believe in him. But this thought 
he would not indulge, for he knew God 
bad the power to bring about in his own 
way what he wished to perform, and it 
was not proper for him to do any thing 
that was extraordinary to establish him- 
self, when God would effect it in the 
way and manner he thought best* Then 
he saw from a high mountain the whole 
kingdom of Judea, and> ' the countries 
round; he knew thait Ke ti\\^X. ^i V<^ 
chose make himself a gceuxVisu^^^^'^ 



■af- 
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.11 these countries; so that instead of 
uffering as he was likely to from hav- 
Qg no home wherein to lay his head, h^ 
aight be surrounded with the splendor 
nd power of this world, and men would 
»e more willing to acknowledge him 
he Lord from heaven. But this thought 
le very soon checked; he knew that it 
jras not by grandeur, or riches, or pow- 
ir, that he was to fulfil the purpose for 
vhich God had sent him into the world, 
md he determined to have no thought 
»f anything that would interfere with 
jrod's will. He resolved not to yield to 
he evil thoughts that tempted him to 
lo contrary to it, and then God sent 
rom heaven angels to strengthen and 
support him. They refreshed his wea- 
*y frame, and made him feel able and 
ivilling to perform the work that was 
^fore him; so that trusting in God, 
2d fall of love to laim, \ve ?L^m ^«q&. n 
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among men, prepared and enabled to 
perform his great work. You see by 
the example of our Saviour how you 
may resist temptation, if ever' evil 
thoughts come into your heads and you 
feel inclined to do what you know to 
be wrong, remember how Jesus acted, 
and do not indulge them. Determine 
that you will not act contrary to your 
conscience, which is the will of €rod 
speaking to your hearts, and although 
you will not see the holy angels coming 
to strengthen you, yet God will send to 
you assistance and support, that you 
may feel the happiness of doing right. 
You read in the Testament that the 
DevU tempted Jesus Christ. By the 
DevU is meant evil thoughts and bad 
passions, which must be avoided and put 
away from the mind as you would run 
away from a wicked mw. P^o'^V^'w^^^ 
accustomed in those days lo ^^^Sb^ ^ 
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bad passions and of diseases, as if .1%;^ 
were wicked personsj calling them^^ 
lis, or demons; and even now we sozo^ 
times say ^the demon of anger,' Hb 

demon of pride,' meaning the passiojo 41 
angen 



<NEVER MAN SPAKE LIKE THIS MAN.' 
HE WENT ABOUT DOING GOOD. 



Jesus Christ was now known to be 
an extraordinary person. The glory 
of God like a light from heaven had 
rested upon him and angels had left 
their heavenly homes to minister to 
him and assist him. No man, not even 
Moses and the prophets had ever been 
so distinguished. Let us see how he 
uses this power, and we shall find that 
he did not think of himself^ of making 
himself rich or great or happy; he 
thought only how he should make Tnen 
better and happier; he saw them*- wick- 
ed and he told them to ^repent', thatei^. . 
to be sorry for their sins, ta avoid them 
in future, for he had come to &how 

tb€m a better way oi \>sv\\3j8l\s^ -^aA. 

2 



24 NEVER Ifllf SPAKE 

acting. He would teach them wl 
had long been forgotten. God b 
sent them in him a guide to wisda 
and happiness. The time had con 
when righteousness, or goodness,shou 
prevail, and they must be wicked i 
more. Then in order to show that 1 
wished to do good to their bodies i 
well as souls, he went through all tl 
towns of Galilee, curing the sick < 
their diseases, by a touch of his ban* 
he restored sight to the blind, he mac 
those who had been crippled walk wit 
ease and strength, and multitude 
brought to him their sick that he mig] 
heal them and renew their lives. £ 
)rou not think these people must hai 
loved so kind and benevolent a frien< 
who minded no fatigue,who thought m 
of his own ease or comfort? Throug 
heat and cold, hunger and wearines; 
Jie went about doing good to tJ^i^ \k 
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of men, and giving to their minds a 
jwledge of better things. The com- 
01 people wished to hear all that he 
I to say, and followed him that they 
;ht learn all he had to teach. Let 
then, supposing ourselves among the 
nber of those who surrounded the 
3sed Jesus, hear the gracious words 
t proceeded from bis mouth. He 
ked round upon those whom he had 
ed from suffering and pain and mis- 
, and with looks of the kindest love 
tells them that those who mourn 
.11 be comforted; and they feel it to 
true, for he comforted them in their 
rows. He tells them that those who 
ent shall be forgiven, that those who 
re humble and gentle in their tem- 
's, who did not easily take offence, 
be made angry, should be blessed 
made happy; and that if they ear- 
^tly wished to become %oo^ "^^^ 
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would be assisted to become continu- 
ally better; that they who succeeded 
in freeing themselves from all wicked- 
ness, and had only good thoughts and 
did only good actions, should enjoy per- 
fect happiness. He said that we must 
not satisfy ourselves with a small degree 
of goodness, but that we must be con- 
tinually striving to be wiser and better, 
watching over all our words and actions, 
showing kindness to all meh and ^doing 
good to all, not only those whom we 
loved and those who loved us, but even 
those who treated us with unkindness 
and tried to injure us. He said that God 
saw constantly not only the actions but 
the thoughts of men, and would reward 
those who did good though nobody 
else saw them; that we must do good, 
and try to improve ourselves on earth 
and we should go to a place where 
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there would be no suffering nor death, 
Inhere we should be forever happy with 
dl good and holy beings; that God 
knew every thing that concerned us, so 
that not the least thing could happen 
to us without his intending it; that he 
who was so great and so mighty loved 
all his phildren, desired always to 
make tlMslib happy, and continually did 
them good; that ioiMiinly thotight must 
be to grow better a^better, and that 
God would take care of us, and do all 
thuigs for us. A great many other 
things he said to the people, who 
were very much astonished to hear 
him. They never had heard any one 
speak with so much earnestness and 
tenderness. Other people had taught 
them, but no one had ever communica- 
ted to them the truth of a heavenly life 

which should reward goodness^and they 

2* 
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bllowed him that thej might hear more ^ 
)f so new and delightful a doctrine. 
STow we will attend to the history of 
ome of his wonderful actions. 

While Jesus was on his way to per- 
3rm one of his greatest miracles, being 
unrounded by a multitude of people, a 
iroman who had been grievously dis- 
ressed with a disease which had afflict- 
d her twelve years, came behind him, 
nd thought that by touching his gar- 
lents she might be cured without mak- 
ig her case known. The Jewish teach- 
rs used to have the borders of their gar- 
lents "all written over with the laws of 
loses, and these were thought to con- 
lin great power to take away evils of 
ay kind, so that it is no wonder the poor 
Oman should think this greater teach- 
: had equal power; but Jesus was not 
illmg she should continue in an error 
this kind; so he immedia\.e\^ ^^^^ii 
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who had touched him. The woman was 
Very much frightened at being discover- 
ed, for she thought Jesus would be an- 
gry with her for touching him, and that 
her disease which she wished to con- 
ceal, would be discovered. But Jesus, 
knowiqg her thoughts^tumed around and 
spoke to her with the tenderness of a 
parent, praising her for the^i^ which 
led her to think there was virtue in 
touching his garments, saying, ^Daugh-- 
ter, be of good comfort; thy belief in me^ 
as the Son of God, has cured thee.' 
And the woman was made well from 
that hour. 



3t 



THE LCPER. 

In those days, there was a dreadful 
eaee called the leprosy, prevalent, 
is disease afTected the skin; it cover- 
it all over with sores like scales; the 
r, the nails, the eyebrows, all fell off, 
1 it occasioned the most dreadful sof-^ 
ing to those who were affected with 

But what made it worse, was, that.^ 
re was a law that the leper, or one 
o had the leprosy, should be confined 
himself, there being danger that oth- 
would be affected by it; that nobody 
»uld come near him, or speak to him, 
eat with him, or have any thing to do 
uh him; the leper must be shut up in 
lOUse alone, far away from any other 
son^anA if he had ever so many friends 
^ve be could not see ot \\e^?t ito\si 
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them; food was left where he could get 
at it, but instead of having the pleasure 
ofsitting down with his father and mo- 
ther, his brothers and sisters,as we do, he 
was obliged to take his solitary meal 
from the rock or the stone where it was 
placed, and weep while he eat it alone 
to think that he never could hear with 
it the voice of kindness and love. One 
poor wretch who was afflicted by this 
disease had heard that a powerful and 
good person had appeared in that coun- 
try, who healed the sick, and went 
about doing good, and he thought that 
as he had cured other diseases it might 
be that he could cure hinfij and although 
others would not sp^ak to him, yet 
this Jesus who had I shown so much 
love and good will linight not disdain 
even Am, wretched and miserable as 
he was. He accordingly XooV e^aswaj^ 
to pat iiimself in the wa^ viVkKi^ ^^- 
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sus walked, and falling 4g wn at l^^ 
feet said, 'Lord,I have heard of thy pc^yF--^ 
er and goodness, I know that thou canst 
restore me to those blessings I have lost; 
make me again to enjoy the sweets 
of health and the society of those I love/ 
The blessed Jesus, always ready to re- 
lieve the sufferings of others, and feel- 
ing for the misery of this poor man, 
immediately took him by the hand 
and said, *I am ready and willing ta 
heal you; be cured of your dreadful 
malady;' and instantly the man felt 
himself to be cured, his skin became 
smooth, he was no longer a disagreea- 
ble object, no more to be shunned, or 
avoided, and that very night he probably 
had the happiness of joining his family 
and friends at their social meal, and 
blessing with them, the kind and good 
IrieDd who had restored \vwhv \o ci^ys^- 
went and happiness. 
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In Judea where our Lord preached 
there were men like our Ministers 
whose business it was to read and 
preach in their Churches, which were 
called Synagogues. One of these 
teachers had an only daughter, a girl 
of twelve years old, who was the delight 
and joy of her parents* She was the 
comfort of their hearts, and they hoped 
that when they grew old she would 
watch over them and take care of them 
as they had done of her. They brought 
her up to know and to love God whom 
they worshiped, and instructed her in. 
all the ceremonies of their Church; but. 
ifaere was a great deal that we knoWy 
lllHuch they could not teach her. They 
(iljjf. not know that thei^ vj^^ awiOws^ 
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/j/», after this. They did not kno ^ 
that their child might be consumed "fc^ 
ilkiess and even die to this world, a//^ 
still be alive to God, still be happy 
and do good in another and better 
world; that God would not let her per- 
ish, but would preserve her mind and 
her souly all in her that thought TmAfeU 
and knew. Jesus Christ had not yet 
informed them of this great blessing 
and happiness which he came to com- 
municate, and when their little girl fell 
sick they were very miserable, for they 
thought they should lose her forever. 
They watched over her day and night 
with tender love, and did every thing 
in their power to restore her to health, 
but in vain. The unhappy father, not 
aUe to bear the sufferings of his dear 
child, left the house, and as he walked 
out, he recollected what he had heanl 
ofJeau9, of the power he \iaA ^ovm 
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to cure the sick, and he thought that 
possibly he might do something for his 
beloved child. He accordingly went 
to Jesus, and falling down at his feet, 
to show how highly he thought of his 
power and goodpess and how great 
was his need of help, said to him, ^My 
daughter is very ill, so ill that 1 f6ar 
she will die; but,blessed master,you who 
have done so much good, you who have 
performed so many wonderful acts, if 
you will only lay your hand upon her 
she may be well. I beseech you to 
come with me that she may yet live.' 
Jesus saw the grief of the poor father, 
and full of kind compassion resolved 
to restore to him the happiness which 
he feared to lose. He instantly fol'^ 
lowed him, comforting him by telling 
him that he had power to heal diseases, 
but before they arrived at l\ve wAax''?^ 
bouse, somebody came aw\,^^^ ^^sAlV^ 
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the ruler, *your daughter is dead; it is 
too late to save her; there is no . need 
of troubling the master to come tc 
her.' Upon hearing this dreadful news, 
the poor father fell down in the great- 
est distress, and wept and mourned for 
his only child. Jesus saw and pitied 
his sorrow, he said to him, ^Do not fear. 
Be not so much afflicted; I have powei 
to save jour child, to restore her tc 
life, even if she should appear dead.' 
As they came towards the house, theji 
found that a great many people witi 
instruments of music had assembled 
round it as was the custom in those 
days to make a noise in order to sho^i 
their mourning for the dead. Jesus was 
not pleased with this tumult, and spoke 
to them severely,tel]ing them that it wat 
quite unnecessary to raise such a distur- 
bance; that they must leave the house 
ifer though the young gtt\ dppeaTeft \! 
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be dead, she was only asleep; but they 
only laughed at him, being convinced 
she was dead. He however having 
sent them all away, took three of his 
disciples, and went into the house 
where the young girl lay to all appear- 
ance dead, her eyies were closed, her 
limbs stiffand cold, and she knew noth- 
ing; she could not see the tears and 
lamentations of het parents. Jesus 
went up to the bed, and taking hold of 
the motionless hand of the girl, said to 
her, *I Say unto thee, arise^ breathe 
again the breath of life^ live to know 
God and Jesus who is the messenger 
of good to thee and thy parents.' im- 
mediately the girl opened her eyes, 
raised herself in the bed, and discover- 
ed her parents bending over her witib 
anxious^ love and the heavenly Jffiaife 
full of tenderness and 30^ ^1 \v^t "t^s^flSj^^ 
erjr. He gave her to Yiex wsflofc^ 
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grateful parents, and to conyince 
that she was really alive, on 
something for her to eat. No i 
that from this time they with their 
followed Jesus, and applied 
hearts to learn the precious 1 
which he came to teach. 






«8irFFEIt LITTLE CHILDREN TO COME 

UNTO ME.' 



Jesus Christ showed love to all men. 
He saw that those around him had lost 
the knowledge of God, had become 
wicked; and he wished to save them from 
the suffering and misery which wicked* 
ness brings. He loved little children; 
he saw that they were innocent, and he 
wished all mankind to become innocent 
like them. The mothers of the Jewish 
children when they saw what woi^ei;- 
ful things Jesus did, thought their chil- 
dren would be better and happier if he 
took notice of them; they therefore 
brought them in crowds around him; but 
his disciples feared they might trouble 
him, and wished to send them away. 
Jesus would not peiuul \)xe\svVo\ife^8«sx 
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away; he said, *Let the little children 
come to me, 1 will receive them,for they 
are like to those holy beings in heaven 
whom God appoints for their guardians 
and protectors/ meaning that their help- 
lessness is peculiarly the object of God's 
care. Then he took them in his arms,put 
his hands upon them and blessed them. 
There came one day to him a woman, 
who did not belong to the Jewish na- 
tion, she had not learned to worship God 
as the Jews did, but worshiped images 
of wood and stone. This poor woman 
heard of the great and wonderful actions 
which Jesus had performed, and she re- 
solved to go to him for her little daugh- 
ter, who had a dreadful disease,which the 
people, not knowing what name to give 
it, called a Demon or Devil; she had lost 
her senses; she had no power over her 
limbsy so that she was in continual danger 
of/aJIinginto the fire, and Valo tYve^ vj^.\fci. 
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and her mother knew not what to dp 
with her, but seeing Jesus she was de«> 
termined, although she did not belong to 
his nation, to beg for his relief. She fell 
down before him and prayed him to 
cure her child; Jesus wished to make an 
impression on the woman; he wished 
her to see that she had a wrong religion, 
and to desire to learn the true religion; 
he did not therefore immediately as in 
other cases cure the child, but he said 
to the woman, *The people wh<5 worship 
God, ought first to receive the favors and 
mercies which God sends, they are too 
precious to be thrown away upon those 
who do not believe in him.' The wo- 
man, whose heart, full of love to Jesus, 
and fully persuaded of his power, would 
not be prevented by this rebuke from 
persisting in herTequest; 'yes Lord,' said 
she, 'I own that we, who do not wot^kvi^. 
God are not worthy to iecevv^\v\% ^Stoi^' 
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yet if thou wilt condescend to pity me 
would pray for my suffering child,' Je 
sus upon this saw that the woman hav 
ing so much faith in him would certain 
ly learn the true worship of God, anc 
thought she ought to be rewarded fo 
her faith and patience; he then said h 
her, ^because you have believed in God' 
power to help you, your daughter shal 
be cur^.' From that hour the little gii 
was relieved of her malady, her limb 
were strengthened, her senses were re 
stored, and she could hear and learn al 
the gracious words of the good Jesus» 



THE APOSTLEa CHOSEN. V> 

THE TEACHINGS OF JEStJS. ■ * 

I * • ■ 

Jesus Christ, wishing that all people 
should hear the good news he had to 
bring, and desirous that b^ J^ teach- 
kigs they should become bettef^dM hap- 
pier, called to his assistance twi^e tben 
whom he taught his doctrines^ ' jpl^e then 
told these men to go into the iies|ghbor- 
ing towns and tell the people that God 
had sent a messenger, to give 
knowledge of him; before Jesus 
they had very wrong notions of Grod. 
They thought God was a being who 
would be satisfied with ceremonies and 
sacrifices, and if they repeated a cer- 
tain number of prayers and attended^^ 
service of the synagogae^^^^VN^'^ ^S&. 
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that was required. But Jesus taughi 
his Apostles, and told them to teach oth- 
ers, that God was a holy beings who re* 
quired only holiness; that is, purity^ free- 
dom from sin, in thought, word, and 
deed* They must not indulge a wrong 
thought, they must not do a bad action, 
they must not make use of any improp- 
er word. This is holiness. He told 
them that God was a righteous being, 
that is, doing always good actions, and 
that this righteousness they must prac- 
tice, they must be like God, who onlj 
was good, holy ^nd righteous. Above 
all, he told them that God was theii 
Father^ who loved them much more and 
better than they were loved by theii 
earthly father, for he is always kind even 
when they do not know or love himj 
always doing them good, and so desir- 
ous to make them happy that he sent 
Ais beloved Son to teach lYietCL \5aft \x»fe 
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way to happiness. Men might have 
died in their ignorance and wickedness 
if God had not taken compassion upon 
them, and seeing them all going astray 
had not sent Jesus to tell them, that 
if they would forsake their sins he 
would receive and bless them, and that 
after this life they should be taken to a 
better world, where they should dwell 
forever with him in glory and happiness. 
How should we love this best of beings 
who has shown us such great, such ex- 
ceeding love! And what does he re- 
quire of us? Only that we should obey 
the laws he has given to us by his? 
You may say perhaps, it is no easy t^^^m^g^j^ 
to obey these laws. It is true, that 
requires great care and attention to 
watch over every thought, and word, 
and action, to be holy, as God is holy, 
to be continually tlim^\\i^ Vow \c».OeL 
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good we can do to others, how many 
kind actions we can perform, how we 
can show meekness and gentleness and 
forbearance and love to all. These are 
hard things. The Jews found it very 
di£Scult to observe all the tedious and 
unmeaning observances which their law 
required. But they knew not the great 
reward which should follow; and shall 
we, who have had so much more done 
for us, who have the prospect of ever- 
lasting life? Shall we not earnestly en- 
deavor to obey the laws which will lead 
us to this great happiness? Try, my 
children, and you are promised help. 
God is near every one of you, and is al- 
ways ready to assist the smallest en- 
deavor to obey the christian rules. He 
will by and bye, if you constantly try, 
make it easy for you to be good, so that 
^oa shall g'radually become holy and 
^gbteousj and though youc^iimo\.m\)iDa 
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•^^ world be perfect you may hope to be S( 

^ in that future state of being where a] 

, the inhabitants are like unto God. 
1 



THE RETURN OF THE APOSTLES. 
FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND. 
WALKING ON THE SEA. 

After being some time absent, t 
Apostles returned and told Jesus that 
men were ready to believe in, and ob 
him, and were thankful to God for sen 
ing them more light and knowledge. J 
sus rejoiced and returned thanks to G 
who had made his religion known a 
received; with the kindest care he ] 
garded his disciples whose fatigue a 
exertions in executing his commac 
demanded rest and refreshments; 
told them to go with him to a retir 
place and rest. As he went away with 
disciples great numbers of persons w 
Jiad seen bis wonderful works folio 
ed him, and finding them ^o ^^«t 
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be instructed he was filled with compas- 
sion, pitying them and greatly desirous 
to do them good, he sat down among 
them' and taught them their duty, and 
how they might become forever happy. 
The people, delighted with his instruc- 
tions, remained listening to his words till 
the day was nearly gone and they were 
a great way from home. Then the dis- 
ciples came to him, and told him the 
people had had nothing to eat and it was 
better for them to go home and buy 
food; Jesus 'meaning to show them what 
great power God had given him, com- 
manded them to sit down on the grass 
in companies of fifty, there being aliiout 
five thousand present; and told his d^ 
ciples to bring out what food they had, 
which was only five loaves and two 
fishes. He then stood up and looking 
up to heaven prayed God for a ble^\&.i^ 
CO what he was doVn^V^^'^ ^jss^ xx^^^fc- 
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people, and though there seemec] 
small a quantity it was so increasecZ 
the miraculous power given to Jesi 
that it was qOite sufficient for all tl 
large multitude^ so that they carri 
away twelve baskets full of what remai 
ed, after they were all fed. When t 
people were refreshed he provided 1 
their safe return and sent his discipl 
to another place in a ship, while he i 
tired to a mountain by himself whe 
he could pray without being disturbc 
There he thanked God for what h 
been done to make his truth known, i 
the power he had given him to do goc 
and the assistance he had received frc 
him; he prayed for strength to do i 
that God wished him to do, and pow 
to perform his will; when he rose frc 
prayer he saw at a distance that the si 
in which bb discq[)les had sailed was 
great daagetf and that lYie m^u yi^ 
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rowing with all their might, for the 
wind was contrary to them; and Jesus, 
who was at all times ready to help those 
in distress, went up to the ship, walk- 
ing on the water as if it had been dry 
land. The disciples frightened at such 
a sight could not believe it was their 
master, and cried out with terror. Jesus 
went down to them into the ship, com** 
forting them, telling them not to be 
afraid; it was their master who had come 
to help and relieve them; and immedi- 
ately the storm was hushed. 



THE TRANSFIGURATION. 







Jesus was thus occupied in doin 
good to others, healing their diseases: 
supplying their \vants, comforting their * 
sorrows. But he thought not of him- i. 
self; he filled the hearts and houses of 
other people with joy and happiness, but 
he had no home himself, no where to 
lay his head when wearied with hi \ 
labors and needing rest; he fed thou ;: 
sandsjbut no kind friend gave him food; ' 
often cold and hungry while engaged in! 
supplying the wants of others, but.' 
never thinking of his own ease when! 
he could do good to their bodies or souls. Z 
Most people believed that Jesus was . 
the Messiah, but they had very wrong ^ 
notions about him: they thought he I 
was going to make Yv\u\se\^ ^ ^\^^\ 
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king and raise them and the nation to 
honor and distinction, and even his dis- 
ciples made this mistake; they did not 
keep in mind that he came to make men 
good J not to make himself great; he la- 
% ^ored to convince them of their mistake, 
. t[nd one day he told them plainly that 
the Scribes and Pharisees would take 
' him and put him to death. They were 
bad men, whose wickedness Jesus had 
reproved; he knew that he was to 
. meet his death through them, and that 
" C would be a cruel one. Peter, one 
, »f his disciples was displeased that Jesus 
jBhouId talk of suffering and dying like 
a guilty person, he could not believe it 
to be true. Jesus spoke to him severe-^ 
*!y, telling him that not only should he 

die, but that all who wished to be his 
vas 

rollowers must be willing to suffer; that 

. °if they were ashamed of l\v& ^vsffi^Tvs^a^ 

^^^m this life they would uoX.>a^ ^m^ci^SisA 
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to be remembered by him, when th^ 
shot life was over, when his trials ^ 
eartli would be changed f6r glory a/? 
happiness in heaven. The disciple 
did not speak of the subject again, bu 
they were very sorrowful to think tha 
the master whom they loved should die 
and disappointed that they should no 
see him great and honored among men 
In order to comfort their minds and t< 
satisfy them that there was a glor 
greater than any this world could give 
they were allowed by Jesus to be pres- 
ent when he appeared before them ii 
all the brightness of the heavenly world 
He took three of his disciples into i 
mountain apart by themselves, and go 
ing a little way from them prayed t 
God, and as he prayed his whole ap 
pearance was changed, his face shont 
as the sun, and his garments were whiti 
as the light ^ and there ^.^^^^i^fti ^<c 



THE TRANSFIGURATION. 55 

ses and Elias talking with him. Moses 
represented the law^ and Elias the 
prophets; they spoke of his death 
which should be accomplished at Jeru- 
salem, thus confirming to the disciples 
the truth of what he had told them, 
by showing them that Moses and the 
prophets had foretold his death and the 
great good that was to be effected by 
it. After this a bright cloud covered 
them all and filled the disciples with 
fear: but a voice was heard from heav- 
en saying, 'this is my beloved Son, hear 
him.'* Immediately Moses and Elias dis- 
appeared. The voice from heaven was 
to tell the disciples that Jesus was 
greater, and more to be regarded than 
either Moses or the prophets, that 
henceforth they were to take his instruc- 
tions for their guide and law. After 
this display of the greatness ^xA ^^vj 
of Jesus we may suppose xSaaA. ^^ ^"^^ 
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ciples were consoled under a view o 
his death, since they could realize thaf^ 
he was to be surrounded with a glory- 
greater than any thing this world could 
give, a glory which would make all 
the honors of this world appear trifling 
and contemptible. 



JUDAS. 

Although Jesns had done so much 

good to men and had shown himself so 

kind and good a friend, healing their 

diseases, taking pity on their ignorance, 

and bearing with their errors, yet he 

knew that they would not believe in him, 

they would not receive the doctrines he 

brought. He knew that his death was 

necessary to make them think of him, 

ind feel about him as they ought, and 

le was willing to die, so desirous was 

e of doing them good; and so much did 

3 love them, that he hesitated not to 

ve up his life for their benefit. He 

w that the Pharisees, who had always 

ded themselves on being considered 

re holy than others, were ^e'aSssvisi* ^ 

' because he had teaW^ tJaa\.>MJ«aR^'«^ 

3t 
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which thej only pretended to 
the scribes who had thought th& 217 
the only teachers of the law \%^oi 
angry because the common peop 
loved him, and liked his teaching^ ^ 
ter than ^eirs, and that the ru^^ 
thd Jews mistaking the design or 
coming, and thinking he intended, 
make himself a great king, was anxio 
to get rid of him. All this Jesus sa^ 
He knew that as God had sent him \\ 
to the world to make men holy and ha] 
py, his death would be necessary \ 
fulfil that design, for though they mig] 
not be affected by his life, yet whc 
they saw that he willingly gave up eve 
that for their sakes they would be n< 
cessarily impressed with a belief of h 
doctrines. With this conviction a 
ways before him he was not deterre 
i>om acting up to the principles whic 
he has given us to govein oxxt ^s^v^fa 
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He was not prevented from making 
every exertion to benefit and improve 
mankind. He did not give himself up 
to melapcboly or gloom; but spent his 
time in a course of cheerful and active 
duty, relieving the bodily wants, and 
enlightening the minds of men, showing 
towards them the same benevolence and 
love as if they were going to bless in-« 
stead of persecuting him. He loved 
his disciples in an especial manner; his 
particular instructions were always ad- 
dressed to them; and he might have 
expected that this little band of friends 
who had always enjoyed his confidence 
would have remained faithful to him,and 
by their sympathy and love soothed him 
in the moments of his trial. But he had 
not this comfort. One of them, Judas, 
betrayed that excellent and loving mas- 
ter, and gave him up to the ^eoqle fe'c 
a sum of monkey. Guesei^ ^\A ^iji^^»^- 
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pointed as Jesus must have b^^ 
hear no angry upbraidings, he 
that he deeply feels the basenessr t 
treacherous companion, 'for he 
troubled in spirit.' But no inju 
complaint passes his sacred lips, 
continues the same kind and frie 
expressions, offering him an affectio 
attention at the same time that he 
vinces him that he understood his \^ 
edness. And giving to Judas a p 
of bread dipped in wine he said 
him, 'what thou doest, do quickly? 



THE FORBEARANCE OF JESUS. 

We should expect that the people 
would have been desirous in every way 
of testifying their love to one who show- 
ed them so much kindness. But what 
did they do? Instead of receiving with 
thankfulness his gracious words, they 
took up stones to stone him, as if he had 
been doing them an injury. And how 
does the blessed Jesus bear this insult.'^ 
When we think we have done people 
good we expect a return of gratitude 
and respect. We feel angry if they do 
not heed our words, and if they treat us 
ill after our kindness, we think ourselves 
justified in neglecting them, and car- 
ing for them no longer. Not so our 
gracious Master; he turned meekly to 
bis angry hearers, awdi ^i\^ v^ "^"^^ 
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<many good works has my Father, G^ 

enabled me to show you; for which 

these works do ye sione me?' It woi/ 

be well for us to bear in mind this cor 

duct of our Saviour, and we should nc 

so often feel angry and disturbed whe: 

we think we ar e not treated as well a 

we ought to be; we should not remem 

ber so long the little injuries we receive 

but should think of them as Jesus did 

with compassion and forgiveness, an< 

not allow them to prevent our endeav 

ors to do all the good we can. 
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From this time Jesus spends all his 
last leisure moments in earnest and af- 
fecting conversation with those beloved 
friends who still remain faithful to him, 
unfolding to them those sublime truths 
which he came to teach. He told them 
that as a shepherd took care of his sheep, 
so he loved and cared for them, that all 
who believed in him and were willing 
to learn and obey his doctrines were his 
care, and that he should know and keep 
.hem safe, that it was necessary for him 
o lay down his life in order to ensure 
) them a better existence, a happier a 
ore valuable one, which death should 
ver interrupt; he would ensure to them 
s better life, since nothing could seqa- 
^ them from his \o\e. ^^ \s^^ <!we«:^ 

4* 
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repeatedly, that they might rely entirely 
911 what he said, for he spoke only tvhat 
was true, and that God who had given 
him power to bestow the blessings of 
eternal life was a God of perfect truth, 
and Would never deceive them, so that 
they might safely trust on what he said 
to them. He tells them that he is to 
be with them but a little time longer, 
that he is going to God his father, where 
he shall live in glory everlasting. But 
that even there in his glory he would 
not forget them, he would prepare 
for them places in heaven, and that 
when they left this world he would 
welcome them to his Father's kingdom. 
Ho told them not to regard any suffer- 
ings which they might have in this life, 
the truths he taught would prevent their 
being subdued by them, and the conso- 
lations he left would inspire them with 
peace and joy under the mo^t. ^SKvi^m^ 
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circumstances. He promised to be with 
them in spirit, to sustain and cheer them 
always. As his last injunction he charg- 
cd them to love one another. He told 
them that by doing so they should be 
known as his disciples, and they would 
thus follow his example who was about 
to give them the strongestproof of love. 
Having said all this,he commended them 
to God in a fervent and affectionate pray- 
er, praying God to bless and keep them 
to make them able to receive the true 
happiness of that eternal life which he 
had unfolded to them, he prayed that 
'hey might be united in one sentiment of 
ive and goodness, showing their rela- 
on to him and the Father, and that 
ey might be preserved from the evil 
It was in the world, and that God 
uld extend to them the same love 
ich he had shown hvm^Vi^ ^i^'^^^ ^ss^ 
same blessings ou a\\ vj\iO \\i^ ^a^?^*^ 
4t 



66 THE LOVE OF JESUS. 

should believe in him,so that we 
this late day may consider that 
the prayers of this pure and spotJess 
ing offered up continaally for us, to 1 
us from all that would really harm 
to strengthen every good disposi^ 
and preserve us in all holiness and tru 
Thus we see Jesus about to give up 
own life, and knowing that the great 
sufferings awaited him; forgetting hi 
self, thinking only of his friends, impl 
ing blessings upon them, and pouri 
out his last breath in accents of k 
and tenderest wishes, and effectual < 
deavors for their best, their highi 
good. 



HDW CAN WE SHOW LOVE TO JCSU8? 

Although Jesus was persecuted and 
abused bv the envious and wicked ru-* 
lers, there were many among the Jews 
who loved and honored him. Devout 
women followed him through life, ad- 
ministering to his wants, and showing 
him all the kindness in their power. 
We read that on one occasion while Je- 
sus sat at supper, Mary whose brother 
Lazarus had been raised from the dead 
by him, came with a box of precious 
perfume, and bathing his feet with the 
costly essence, wiped them with the 
^air of her head! We are struck with 
his scene of grateful affection, of re- 
erential love, and we sometimes in 
mtemplating the ipetVecX OA^\a>RX^x ^ 

r blessed Lord wish xkaXN^^ vs» ^^^ 
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manifest our love to him, that we could 
have followed him as the devout women 
did, ministering to his wants and con- 
tributing to his comfort! And is there 
no way by which we can show our love 
to our blessed Saviour at this distance? 
Though invisible to our sight he is still 
our benefactor and friend, watching 
over our moral and religious progress 
and ready to receive us to mansions of 
glory when we leave this world. We 
know more of his goodness and of the 
favors he has conferred than even the 
devout Mary, for she misconceived the 
nature of his kingdom and could not 
estimate the extent of his bounty, or 
the worth of his sacrifice. She loved 
him for raising a beloved brother to 
life, and have we not equal cause to 
love him? Have we not brothers, sis- 
ters, frieodsj who though not present 
^ our bodily senses are laisedi Xi^ \3l\^ 
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power to an incorraptible life? For 
this we owe love unceasing to the gen- 
erous and beneficent friend who wil- 
lingly endured the evils of life, and 
went through the sufferings of a painful 
death that he might open to us the 
passage to life everlasting. How then 
can we show love to him? By imbi- 
bing his spirit, by putting away from us 
every disposition that would oppose it, 
by indulging in no thought inconsistent 
with the mild forgiving temper of Jesus 
Christ, by practising all his laws, which 
are not merely those of meekness and 
forgiveness, but of active benevolence; 
we must not be contented if we leave 
any good undone that we might do; we 
must endeavor to diffuse happiness in 
our sphere and to let others participate 
in every good we possess; we must cul- 
tivate a spirit of love to the whala 
human race; aU are t\iec\u\iix^tLoio'K^^ 
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I 

Father, all are to be gathered into on^ 
home, under the guidance of one faith., 
ful shepherd. Let us then recognize ix 
every individual a child of God, an heir 
of heaven, one for vi^hom Christ has 
died, and to whom we are related, and 
not be satisfied with an indifference 
to the wants and happiness of those 
around us; Jesus Christ tells us, if we 
love him we shall keep his words, or 
obey his commandments; in order to do 
this we must cultivate a temper of love 
to all. He never wearied of doing good, 
he never thought of his own benefit, but 
whatever he was doing he was always 
willing to go to the relief of the distres- 
sed. At the same time that he was per- 
forming the most sublime miracles he 
was patient with the weakness and sins 
of those around him; overcoming evil 
with good. We must show our love for 
/jfjin, by a respect for aWlie ^\3l\ ViOYtfit- 
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ing him in all our conduct by showing 
that we take him for our example and 
guide, conforming our whole character 
and life to his wishes and will, and ex- 
emplifying all his precepts; contemplat- 
ing his image with devout admiration; 
and copying it into our hearts, and dwel- 
ling upon it with ever increasing inter- 
est. Jesus Christ requires as a proof of 
our love to him that we should love one 
another; thus we have it always in our 
power to express our love to our invisible 
friend and benefactor; in as much as we 
show kindness to the meanest of our fel- 
low beings we show our love to him; and 
let his last touching command be deeply 
impressed upon our minds, to love one 
another even as he has loved us. We 
are not indeed called upon to lay down 
our -lives for our friends; but everyone 
may contribute by kiudu^^*^^ OcvseAxSSr 
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the happiness of those around them^ am 
if they have the principle of love in thei ^ 
hearts they will not want opportunitie ^ 
to manifest it; they have only to pract^ 
tice the self-denial the disinterestedness, 
the active benevolence of which their 
blessed master has left them so shining 
an example, and forgetting themselves 
think only of doing good to their fellow 
beings. 



We have followed our Saviour through 
some passages of his history; let us now 
contemplate him in the last act of love, 
when he calmly resigned himself up into 
the hands of those who were determin- 
ed on his death, and gave up his spot- It 
less life in obedience to the will of his id 
Father. Keenly sensible to his own suf- g 
feringSyhe was still mote Tx\mMvi\ol<iM«fc ^ 
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of Others, and breathed out his soul in • 
affectionate wishes for his friends, and 
in prayers for his murderers. We will 
not dwell upon his painful death ren- 
dered doubly afflicting by the desertion 
of his disciples, who all ^forsook him and 
fled.' When we die, we are surround- 
ed by those we love, whose affection 
and sympathy softens our sufferings, and 
smoothes our passage to death. But our 
kindest and best friend had not this con- 
solation. With no eye to pity, and no 
hand to save, he met his cruel death 
unaided and alone; for our sakes endur- . 
ed all, calmly and meekly giving up his 
spirit to God his Father. He was laid 
in the grave. And thus, might his dis- 
ciples think, were their hopes blasted, 
their expectations dissappointed. And 
do we hear nothing more of this holy and 
generous Being? Is it thus we at^ ^^ 
lose sight of him? No, \xv^ OcSA.^^^^'^ 
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the purposes of his mission are not yet 
accomplished. He came upon Karth 
not to give us a better rule of life, a purer 
doctrine of faith, but to assure us of a | 
life hereafter. He did not slumber in 
the grave; angels watched over him and 
burst the gates of the tomb. He appear- 
ed once more to his sorrowing friends 
to cQnvince them and the world that as 
he lived, so they should live also. He 
appeared to cheer, to animate, to bless 
them, and to assure their hearts of a 
happier meeting, where suffering and 
death could not separate them. He as- 
cended to heaven in their sight. And 
there he dwells in glory everlasting, still 
the friend, the guardian of man, still 
watching over their happiness and de- 
siring their improvement, and receiving 
them, when they die, to mansions of 
Miss which he has prepared for them. 
We need not then be lioviViVeidL ^\. ^^ 
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thoughts of death, for his love is still 
strong and unabated, as when he pour- 
ed out his life for us. That love will 
be our portion and happmess forever; he 
will be our guide to ever increasing light 
and knowledge, continually going before 
and leading the way to higher and still 
higher degrees of glory and blessed- 
ness. »^ . ...i 

Let us forever cherish in our hearts 
this most precious friend and benefac- 
tor. Let us constantly endeavor to imi- 
tate his perfections. 
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